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BOOK,   between the Dominion and tho United States. Two millions of persons
"5CTT
^ * j have left Canada to go to the United States. Under existing circum-
1897. stances this drain of the population nutst continue. It can only be stopped
by better trade relations with our great neighbour. Tho Government
desires to enter into communications for a reciprocity treaty. Unfortu-
nately, the United States Government refuses to treat oxcopt on the
basis of preferential rights. Mr. Laurier wishes to know whether the
British Government would take objection to communications on this
basis."
CHAMBEELAIN: "Of course, if the Canadian Government proposed to
reduce their tariff generally, or at least to allow tho mother country to
share in any reductions which they might make to the United States,
there would be nothing but satisfaction on the part of the British Gov-
ernment and people. But if on the contrary tho Canadian Government
proposes to put the mother country at a distinct disadvantage, I think
that very strong feeling would be excited on the subject. It would be
felt that the act was a hostile one, incompatible with tho sentiments of
Imperial unity which we believe both countries closira to cherish. It
seems to me to be a step, and a great one, towards political separation,
and you cannot expect any assistance from tho mother country to such
a policy."
CABTWBIGHT: "Would the British Government oppose the opening of
negotiations with the United States?"
CHAMBERLAIN: "If the negotiations are opened without a foregone
conclusion, I do not personally think that we shall have any right to
object. But I think it best, frankly, to state my own view of the result
so far as British feeling is concerned, if the negotiations are to end in
such an arrangement as you shadow forth."l
But the Colonial Secretary added something else, and it was
an efficient argument. On terms so doubtful he could not pro-
ceed with his plans to subsidise a fast steamship service to
Canada, or, he implied, with any proposal committing the
mother country to expense which, so far from bringing a return,
would indirectly strengthen the forces of discrimination against
herself. The Laurier Government held its hand.
1 Chamberlain's        memorandum    wright   at  Danvers,   Mass.,   Friday
written immediately after the con-    September 25, 1896.
versation   with   Sir   Bicbard   Cart-